A Question of Life
Professor Kate Costeloe, Prof of Paediatrics, Queen Mary, University of London, says: “I
would hope that people understand that being born early is a very, very serious business,
that survival is not high, and that should children survive, their likelihood of having lifelong problems — particularly in respect of learning is high. Bright Asamany, born at 24
weeks, is one of the most severely disabled of all the children who were born in 1995. In
this latest study he is described as “functioning at an extremely low level in all areas of
development.” He was classified as having severe physical and learning disabilities. Some
weeks after Bright’s birth, a scan revealed that he had suffered a brain haemorrhage. He
now has severe cerebral palsy and severe epilepsy. He is entirely dependent on his parents
for the care he needs 24 hours a day. His father, Kennedy, says even though he loves his
son, if they had another baby born as early as Bright, he would say “turn off the machine,
there is no need to continue”.
Prof. Costeloe says: “At 23, 24 weeks I have sometimes thought that if these outcomes are as
good as they can be, should we be doing this?”
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The Purpose of Life is...

meaningless: life has no ultimate purpose
The Purpose of Life is...

to contribute to the greater good of mankind
The Purpose of Life is...

to improve yourself and build good karma
The Purpose of Life is...

whatever you make of it
The Purpose of Life is...

to prepare for something greater
The Purpose of Life is...

to live in harmony with God

My Life is...

part of a cosmic experiment
MyLife is...

in the ‘matrix’; virtual reality
My Life is...

a puppet, a source of amusement
My Life is...

a work of art, a gloriously creative expression
My Life is...

a machine, cause and effect with no freedom
My Life is...

doomed!
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